A TWENTIETH-CENTURY COMMONWEALTH

As the latter, its advantages vary according to the history of the
part of the Commonwealth concerned. Historical memories, it is
true, which cannot be dissolved by new political concessions, may
quite swiftly fade in the presence of fresh human feelings; and their
Majesties of to-day, who have already so endeared themselves to
the most divided and republican-minded of the oversea Dominions,
might personally prove able to live down George III in the United
States and William of Orange in Southern Ireland. But personal
feelings are not necessarily bound up with political associations;
and just as the people of England may feel a genuine affection for
Queen Wilhelmina without being Dutch or wanting union with
Holland, so people outside the Commonwealth may share our love
for our King and Queen without wanting to share the Common-
wealth connection, while some even within the Commonwealth
may share that love without wanting the political connection to
continue.

COMMUNITY ACTION

If we are to look for the essence of the Commonwealth connec-
tion to-day neither in the constitutional link of the Crown, nor in
pef sonal regard for its wearers, we must seek it in manifestations of
community-action in the defensive, political or economic sphere.
The defensive aspect is, of course, very important. One has heard
many people say: 'A Commonwealth which doesn't stick together
in a major war is no Commonwealth to me.* Certainly, public dis-
cussion of the Indian problem in the spring and summer of 1947
proceeded on the assumption that if any new Indian nation-State
remained in the Commonwealth it would thereby secure the ad-
vantage of common defence, with its implied obligations. Such a
view of the Commonwealth would manifestly read Eire out of its
membership.

It is a tenable and coherent view; but it is not the official view
either in Whitehall or in Dublin. It is not subscribed to by the
present Government or Opposition at Westminster, nor by the
Government of any of the oversea Dominions, who are just as
much concerned as the United Kingdom. It has been contradicted
in practice by acceptance of .Eire, notwithstanding her neutrality